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LIGHT RAIL BENEFITS (?) ANALYSIS 

A COMMENT 

An email from a concerned citizen 

Dear all 

I am sure that you have seen this media release/timely piece of LR hype, which is misleading, in parts, to say the 

least.  

Irrespective of how much stage 2B is going to cost the cosy relationship between ACT Labor and Federal Labor 

is such that they are determined to “build the tram and the passengers will come” despite the many obstacles, 

deficiencies and the absence of a business plan; one that should be made available to all Canberrans before the 

forthcoming election. We know that Minister Steel has deferred it for obvious political reasons.  

It should be noted that:  

• The $50 m to plan stage 2B makes no mention of all the preliminary work that is being carried out, 

including the upgrade of the Woden interchange (to include the tram station as confirmed by one of the 

supervisors we spoke to last year). Surveyors were also recently observed working on the median strip 

in front of the Hyatt. 

• the misleading statement re the short travel time for stage1 which they are “selling” to Canberrans as 

translating into “short travel times” for stage 2B; which we all know is totally untrue. 

• the “to support growth and opportunity for all Canberrans” scenario, as a result of the massive 

expenditure/ construction of stage 2B is not going to solve the housing/social housing, hospital, schools, 

homeless, policing, etc., crises we have not to mention a continuing budget deficit crisis. 

• the lack of reference to the real cost of stage 2A, circa $1.3 -1.6 billion and growing, is glossed over as 

is the Federal Government’s contribution of $343.9 m promoted as 50% in previous announcement, is 

less than 30%. No mention is made of the difference? 

• Minister Steel encouraging Canberrans living along the stage 2B route to get involved and have their 

say, are “hollow words” as any input will be ignored. One only has to read the submissions to the NCA 

on the raising of London Circuit where over 75-80% were against it were totally ignored. So much for 

consultation! 

If we do not have a change of government after October then it will be “full steam ahead” for stage 2B and even 

more debt added to the households of all Canberrans for many, many years to come; not to mention piling on 

more misery onto the growing number of vulnerable and disadvantaged people in the ACT. 

Investing in a better future for the ACT 

Joint Media Release, 07 May 2024 

Catherine King, Minister for Infrastructure, transport, regional development and local government 

Katy Gallagher, Minister for Finance, Senator for the Australian Capital Territory 

https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/c-king/media-release/investing-better-future-
act#:~:text=We%20are%20injecting%20%2450%20million,by%20those%20in%20the%20north 

The Albanese Government is investing in Canberra to support a more livable, connected and thriving city.  

We are injecting $50 million to plan for Stage 2B of the Canberra Light Rail. This work will design the 

extension of the current light rail line from Commonwealth Park to Woden, so that Canberra’s southern suburbs 

can experience the benefits of improved public transport currently enjoyed by those in the north. 

The ACT will also benefit from $100 million of investment in a new national Active Transport Fund that will 

upgrade and deliver new bicycle and walking paths to support zero emissions travel, provide a safer 

environment for cyclists and pedestrians, and promote active and livable communities.  

We are working closely with the Barr Government to support growth and opportunity for all Canberrans. 

https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/c-king/media-release/investing-better-future-act#:~:text=We%20are%20injecting%20%2450%20million,by%20those%20in%20the%20north
https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/c-king/media-release/investing-better-future-act#:~:text=We%20are%20injecting%20%2450%20million,by%20those%20in%20the%20north
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The ACT community will benefit from strong, secure jobs from this pipeline of investment. 

The draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is currently being developed by Major Projects Canberra for 

the construction of Light Rail Stage 2B. This is the important next step forward in progressing the project 

towards construction. 

Canberrans are now being invited to have their say on the proposed light rail stops and associated infrastructure, 

landscaping and heritage matters which will inform the development of the draft EIS. 

As the project commences, it will create jobs, build opportunity and unlock economic growth across Canberra’s 

south. 

Canberrans are already experiencing the benefits of being able to commute to work from the northern suburb of 

Gungahlin to the City Centre, with services operating every 5 minutes in peak hours, and the short travel time 

also encourages people to enjoy the amenities in the City. 

This investment will cement Canberra’s reputation as a sustainable, livable city by improving connections to 

where people live and work as the city continues to grow. 

This announcement builds on the Albanese Government’s existing $343.9 million commitment to Canberra 

Light Rail - Stage 2A.  

There will be more to say at Budget time about further investments for the ACT and other programs of national 

importance. 

The ACT was ignored by the Liberals for a decade.  They did nothing to invest in the future of the Territory. 

We are getting on with delivering a better future for all Australians, one made in Australia that builds economic 

opportunity and thriving communities. 

Quotes attributable to the Minister for Finance and Senator for the ACT, Katy Gallagher: 

“I am proud to be part of a government that is investing in transport to meet the needs of our growing city. 

“Light rail has been a transformative project for the ACT and soon Canberrans on the southside will be able to 

reap its benefits.  

“The Albanese Government is working hand in hand with the Barr Government to deliver infrastructure for 

Canberra.” 

Quotes attributable to Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 

Government Catherine King: 

“The Albanese Government is working for all Australians, making investments that will drive productivity, 

boost economic growth, create job opportunities and help to tackle cost of living pressures. 

“We’re delivering the infrastructure that improves safety while better connecting people with opportunities and 

their families. 

“We want to ensure that Australia is well placed to compete in the new, net zero economy, to revitalise regions 

and support communities in cities, suburbs and regions.” 

Quotes attributable to ACT Minister for Transport Chris Steel:  

We welcome this significant investment from the Commonwealth and their support for the design and approvals 

for the southside extension of Canberra’s mass-transit light rail line. 

Canberra’s population is expected to increase from around 460,000 today, to more than 780,000 people by 2060. 

Both the Albanese Labor Government and the Barr Government are investing now to deliver an integrated 

public transport network fit for our growing city. 

I encourage people living along the future line and public transport users to get involved by having their say on 

the design of the transport corridor. This feedback will be used to inform the draft EIS and ongoing design of 

the project 
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